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CURRICULUM VITA 

 

NAME:  Lorne L. Dawson 

DATE:  Feb. 2017 

ADDRESS:  Dept. of Sociology & Legal Studies 

   University of Waterloo 

   Waterloo, Ontario 

   Canada N2L 3G1 

 

CONTACT:  519 888-4567, ext. 35340; e-mail: ldawson@uwaterloo.ca 

   web page:  http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/SOC/lld.html 

 

CURRENT POSITIONS: Full Professor, Department of Sociology and Legal Studies 

    and Department of Religious Studies 

 

Project Director, Canadian Network for Research on 

Terrorism, Security, and Society  (www.tsas.ca)  

 

Research Fellow, Basillie School of International Affairs 

(University of Waterloo) 

 

Senior Associate, Munk School of Global Affairs 

(University of Toronto) 

 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:  

 

1986   Ph.D., McMaster University 

1980   M.A., McMaster University 

1978   Hons. B.A., Queen’s University 

 

HONOURS: 

 

2013-14 Chosen as the University of Waterloo representative for Research 

Matters (collaborative initiative of 21 universities to demonstrate 

the relevance of academic research to the public) 

2012   Outstanding Performance Award, University of Waterloo 

2007   Outstanding Performance Award, University of Waterloo 

2005   Outstanding Performance Award, University of Waterloo 

2000-   Biography in Canadian Who’s Who (University of Toronto Press) 

1989-90  Research Assistant Professor, University of Waterloo (competition 

   Amongst SSHRC Postdoctoral Fellows), declined 

mailto:ldawson@uwaterloo.ca
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/SOC/lld.html
http://www.tsas.ca/
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1987-89  Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada  

   Postdoctoral Fellowship 

1980-83 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 

Doctoral Fellowship 

1978-79  Ontario Graduate Scholarship 

1978   S. Maclean-Gillmur Prize, Queen’s University 

1978   Gold Medal for Religious Studies, Queen’s University 

 

 

RESEARCH AWARDS: 

 

2017-2019 Community Resilience Fund, Public Safety Canada, “Foreign Fighter 

Radicalization: Advanced Primary Data Acquisition and Analysis,” (PI; 

collaborators: Dr. Amarnath Amarasingam, George Washington University 

Program on Extremism and Dr. Derek Ruths, Computer Science McGill 

University) $256,950.46.  

2016-2018 SSHRC, Subventions de développement de partenariat – Fonds 

d’innovation sociale destine aux communautés et aux collèges, “Les 

intégrismes religieux et la radicalisation au Canada: vulgarisation et 

education populaire,” (PI Martin Geoffroy; one of three Co-Researchers) 

$240,000 

2015-2022  SSHRC, Partnership Grant, “Canadian Network for Research on 

Terrorism, Security and Society,” (Co-PI with Dan Hiebert, University of 

British Columbia) $2.15 million  

2014  Public Safety Canada, Kanishka Contribution Agreement Competition, 

“Canadian Research Network on Terrorism, Security and Society” (with 

Dan Hiebert, University of British Columbia and Martin Bouchard, Simon 

Fraser University), $240,000 

2014  Canada Safety and Security Program, Defense Research and Development 

Canada (with Dan Hiebert, University of British Columbia, and Martin 

Bouchard, Simon Fraser University), $580,000 

2012  SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada), 

Partnership Development Grant (with Dan Hiebert, University of British 

Columbia and Martin Bouchard, Simon Fraser University), $200,000 

2012  Public Safety Canada, Kanishka Contribution Agreement Competition, 

“Canadian Research Network on Terrorism, Security and Society” (with 

Dan Hiebert, University of British Columbia and Martin Bouchard, Simon 

Fraser University), $440,000 

2011  Public Safety Canada, “Religion, Radicalization and Securitization (with 

Paul Bramadat, University of Victoria), $61,000 

2010  Public Safety Canada, “Religion, Radicalization and Securitization (with 

Paul Bramadat, University of Victoria), $45,000 

2010  Public Safety Canada, initial funding for “Religion, Radicalization and 

Securitization (with Paul Bramadat, University of Victoria) $16,863 

2009  Centre for Security Science, Defence Research and Development Canada  
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   and Public Safety Canada, “The Study of New Religious Movements and 

   the Process of Radicalization in Terrorist Groups” $5,000 

2005  SSHRC Regular Research Grant, “Charismatic Authority and Religious 

  Violence” $76,366 

2000  SSHRC International Travel Award $600 

1998  SSHRC, University of Waterloo Internal Research Grant, “Religion and 

The Internet” $1,538 

1997  SSHRC International Travel Award $900 

1993 SSHRC, University of Waterloo Internal Research Grant, “The Life-

World of Scientists” $3,300 

1993  SSHRC International Travel Award $406 

1991  SSHRC International Travel Award $900 

1991 SSHRC, University of Lethbridge Internal Research Grant,“Going 

Shopping: An Interactionist Analysis of Consumer Behaviour” ($3,000) 

1987 SSHRC, Wilfrid Laurier University Internal Research Grant, subvention 

for publication of dissertation as a book ($2,000) 

 

TEACHING AREAS: 

 

  Sociology of Religion 

  Terrorism and Terrorist Radicalization 

  Sociology of New Religious Movements 

  Sociological Theory 

  Sociology of the Internet 

  Sociology of Knowledge/Science 

 

GRADUATE SUPERVISION: 

 

Summary (completed and current): 

 

  Ph.D.  Supervisor (University of Waterloo): 11 

Member of Committee (University of Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier 

University, and University of Toronto): 10 

   External Examiner: 10 

   Internal-External Examiner (University of Waterloo): 2 

 

  M.A. Supervisor (University of Waterloo): 5 

Member of Committee (University of Waterloo & Wilfrid Laurier 

University): 4 

    

Completed Ph.D. Theses: 

 

Supervised: 
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Rita M. Devin, (Sociology, University of Waterloo) “Deviant Labels and Generic Social 

Processes: Inter-Group Relations of a Hunting Dog Club,” 1997. 

 

Marcela Cristi (Sociology, University of Waterloo), “On the Nature of Civil and Political 

Religion: A Re-Examination of the Civil Religion Thesis,” 1997. (Published as From 

Civil to Political Religion: The Intersection of Culture, Religion and Politics, Wilfrid 

Laurier University Press, 2001). 

 

Robert A. Campbell (Sociology, University of Waterloo), “An Inquiry into the Generic 

Social Processes of Science,” 1998. 

 

Elaine Clark Rapley (Sociology, University of Waterloo), “Improvising Freedom: Action 

Through the Prism of Marx, Arendt, and Foucault, “2003. 

 

Joel Thiessen, (Sociology, University of Waterloo), “Active and Marginal Religious 

Affiliates in Canada: Describing the Difference and the Difference it Makes,” 2011.  

 

Siobhan Chandler, (Religious Studies, Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious Studies), “The 

Social Ethic of Religiously Unaffiliated Spirituality,” 2011. (Nominated for Medal for 

Academic Excellence) 

 

Jon Callegher, (Sociology, University of Waterloo), “The Costs of Bonding: ‘Maintained 

Social Capital and the Disclosure of Personal Information among Millennials on 

Facebook,” 2012. 

 

Amarnath Amarasingam, (Religious Studies, Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious 

Studies), “Pain, Pride, and Politics: Social Movement Activism and the Sri Lankan Tamil 

Diaspora in Canada,” 2013. (Winner, Medal for Academic Excellence) 

 

David Hofmann, (Sociology, University of Waterloo), “Warriors and Prophets:  

The Role of Charismatic Authority in the Radicalization Towards Violence and Strategic 

Operation of Terrorist Groups,” 2015. 

 

 

Member of Committee: 

 

Christopher Helland, “Religion on the Internet: A Sociological Inquiry into Participation 

and Community Online,” Centre for Studies in Religion, University of Toronto, 2004. 

 

Mohammad Motahari Farimani, “Believers and General Statements in the Academic 

Study of Religion,” Centre for Studies in Religion, University of Toronto, 2006. 

 

Joanne Benham-Rennick, “Religion in the Ranks: Religion in the Canadian Armed 

Forces in the 21st Century,” Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious Studies, University of  

Waterloo, 2008. 
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David Feltmate, “Springfield’s Sacred Canopy: Religion and Humour in The Simpsons,” 

Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious Studies, University of Waterloo, 2010. 

 

Adam Stewart, “Quenching the Spirit: The Transformation of Religious Identity and 

Experience in Three Canadian Pentecostal Churches,” Laurier-Waterloo PhD in 

Religious Studies, University of Waterloo, 2012.  

 

Marybeth White, “Awakening the Buddha: Laying the Foundations for the Re-creation of 

Lao Buddhism in Canada.” Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious Studies, University of  

Waterloo, 2012. (Winner, Medal for Academic Excellence) 

 

Tiffany Puett, “The Political Discourse of Religious Pluralism: World Religions 

Textbooks, Liberalism and Civic Identities.” Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious Studies, 

2014. 

 

Stephen Svenson, “The Leisure Imaginary: Adventures in Identity and Community,” PhD 

in Sociology and Legal Studies, University of Waterloo, 2015. 

 

Tara Hahmann, “Contextualizing Unconventional Beliefs and Ritual Activity:  

Case Study of Moderate and Problem Level Slot Machine Gamblers,” PhD in Sociology, 

University of Toronto, 2015. 

 

Denis John Bekkering, “Drag Queens and Farting Preachers: American Televangelism, 

Participatory Media, and Unfaithful Fandoms,” Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious 

Studies, University of Waterloo, 2015. 

 

External Examiner: 

 

Dennis W. Hiebert, “Schools of Faith: The effects of Liberal Arts, Professional, and 

Religious Education on Faith Development,” Department of Sociology, University of 

Manitoba, 1993. 

 

Jeffrey Oss, “Modern Buddhist Praxis and the Critique of Consumerism,” Department of 

Sociology, University of Alberta, 2001. 

 

Stephen Marmura, “The Implications of Interconnectedness: Hegemony and Holy War 

on the World Wide Web,” Department of Sociology, Queen’s University, 2004. 

 

James Jervis, “The Enneagram: Symbolism and Community in the Age of Aquarius,” 

Department of Religion, Concordia University, 2007. 

 

Jeong Kee Min, “Legitimizing Theological Explorations: A Critical Constructivist 

Proposal in Arguing ‘Theology is a University Discipline’,” Toronto School of Theology, 

University of Toronto, 2008. 
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Joanne P. Miller, “Buddhist Meditation Through the Medium of the Internet,” School of 

Social Science, University of Queensland, Australia, 2010. 

 

Michael King, “The Radicalization of Homegrown Terrorists: A Social-Psychological 

Model,” Department of Psychology, McGill University, 2012. 

 

Katie Webb, MA Thesis, “Researching Radicalization: An Interdisciplinary Application 

of the Lofland-Stark Model of Conversion”, Norman Paterson School of International 

Studies, Carleton University, 2012. 

 

Jeffrey Ian Butler, “Tomorrow’s Godly Americans: Citizenship Education and National 

Identity in Conservative Christian Homeschools”, Department of Sociology, York 

University, 2013. 

 

Jennifer Lynn Garbin, “The Missing Voice: Discovering the Alternative Practice of 

Christian Emerging Adults in Canada”, Toronto School of Theology, University of 

Toronto, Mar. 4, 2016. 

 

Internal-External Examiner: 
 

Claude Louise Normand, “A Longitudinal Analysis of Bereaved Children’s Continuing 

Relationship to Their Deceased Parents,” Department of Psychology, 1994. 

 

Douglas Mann, “Structural Idealism,” Department of Philosophy, University of 

Waterloo, 1998. 

 

PhD’s in Progress: 

 

Supervising: 

 

 Anne Dyer-Witheford, Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious Studies, dissertation  

 working title: “A Theory of New Age Spirituality’s Contribution to Post-Fordist 

 Work Culture” 

 

 Katie Ford, Sociology & Legal Studies, University of Waterloo, dissertation 

 working title: "Countering Violent Extremism on University Campuses: A 

 Critical Analysis and Canadian Case Study." 

 

Noorin Manji, Sociology & Legal Studies, University of Waterloo, dissertation 

working title: “Love in the Time of Caller ID: Understanding the Role of Smart 

Phone Technology in Committed Relationships.” 

 

Sandra Majtheny Sociology & Legal Studies, University of Waterloo (completing 

course work) 
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Kyra Winer, Sociology & Legal Studies, University of Waterloo (completing 

course work) 

 

Member of Committee: [none at present] 

 

Completed MA Theses: 

 

Supervised: 

 

Jennifer Kayahara, “Virtual Community or Imaginary Community: Applying the 

Community Literature to Online Aggregates.” (2005) 

 

Joel Thiessen, “The Nature and Significance of Religion and Spirituality in Canada: 

Examining Reginald Bibby’s Renaissance Thesis.” (2006) 

 

Narges Valibeigi, “Manifestations of Religious authority on the Internet: Presentations of 

Twelver Shiite Authority in the Persian Blogosphere” (2012) 

 

Sasha Campbell, “Domestic Terrorism in the Canadian News Media: a Framing Analysis 

of Canadian-Connected Terrorism in 2013 Newspaper Articles” (2015) 

 

Kyra Winer, “Contemporary Religious Conversions: A Structural Symbolic Interactionist 

Analysis of Religious Conversions as Identity Negotiations” (2016) 

 

Member of Committee: 

 

Mark Crowell, “Attitudes to Homosexuality: American and Canadian Patterns, 1981-

2000 (2007) 

 

Adele Gawley, “‘Feeling Better is Not Enough’: Exploring the Medicalization of 

Depression on SSRI Websites” (2007) 

 

[Plus 2 at WLU from 1985-1987] 

 

MA’s in Progress:   
 

Supervisor:   
 

Member of Committee: 

 

Nima Karimi, (in progress - on counter-terrorism fatwas), Political Science/Global 

Governance, University of Waterloo. 

 

Co-Supervision Political Science Major Research Papers: 
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Jesse MacLean, “Can ‘Dangerous Speech’ be used in Explaining ‘Lone-Wolf’  

 Terrorism?” (2014) 

 

Quinton Doiron, “The United Kingdom’s Counter-Terrorism Regime: A    

 Discourse Analysis of the Reforms Conducted by the Conservative-Liberal   

 Democrat Coalition Government” (2014) 

 

Saba Husain, “Protecting Canada from Homegrown Terrorism and Radicalization” 

 (2015) 

 

Nazmul Arifeen (in progress) 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

 

Teaching: 

 

2004-present Professor, Department of Sociology and Legal Studies, and the Department of 

Religious Studies 

2000-present Member of Graduate Faculty, University of Toronto 

1997- 2004 Associate Professor, Sociology & Religious Studies, University of 

  Waterloo 

1994-present Cross-listed with the Department of Religious Studies 

1992-1997 Assistant Professor, Dept. of Sociology, University of Waterloo 

1989-92 Assistant Professor, Dept. of Sociology, University of Lethbridge 

1986-87 Assistant Professor (limited term contract), Dept. of Religion and Culture, 

  Wilfrid Laurier University 

1985-86 Lecturer, Dept. of Religion and Culture, Wilfrid Laurier University 

1984-85 Lecturer (Part-Time), Departments of Sociology, Religious Studies, 

  McMaster University 

 

Editorial/Advisory: 

 

2014- present Editorial Advisory Board, New Religious Movements Book Series, De Gruyter 

Open. 

2011- present Member of Editorial Board, Journal of Religion and Violence (Academic 

Publishing) 

2005-2008 Section Editor, “New Religions,” for Religion Compass (Blackwell) 

2005-present Member of the Editorial Board, Fieldwork in Religion (Equinox) 

2004-present Member of the Board of Editorial Consultants, Nova Religio: The Journal of 

Alternative and Emergent Religions (University of California Press) 

 2001-present Editorial Advisory Board, Journal of Contemporary Religion (Carfax) 

 1999-2007 Associate Editor, Sociology of Religion (Association for the Sociology of 

   Religion) 

 1992-1996 Book Review Editor, North American Religion (Wilfrid Laurier University Press) 
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 1988-2011 Editorial Advisory Board, Method and Theory in the Study of Religion (Brill) 

 1985-1988 Associate Editor, Sociological Analysis (Association for the Sociology of 

   Religion) 

 

 Other Service: 

 

2014 External Examiner, Undergraduate and Graduate Programs in Religious Studies, 

Queen’s University 

2013 External Reviewer, Graduate Program in Religious Studies, University of Ottawa 

2012 Organized and led Canadian Network for Research on Terrorism, Security, and 

Society, day-long terrorism workshop: “The Social Conditions and Processes of 

Terrorist Radicalization,” Ottawa, Nov. 10th.    

2012-present Co-Director, Canadian Research Network for Terrorism, Security, and Society 

(offices at University of British Columbia) 

2011-2013 Member DTPC, Department of Classics, University of Waterloo 

2002-2005 Membership Committee, Association for the Sociology of Religion 

 1992-94 Program Officer, Canadian Society for the Study of Religion 

 1990-92 Treasurer, Canadian Society for the Study of Religion 

 1985-present Review of articles for numerous journals (e.g., Studies in Religion, Journal for the 

Scientific Study of Religion, Sociology of Religion, Nova Religio, Journal of 

Contemporary Religion, Review of Religious Research, Symbolic Interaction, 

Journal of Computer Mediated communication, The Information Society, New 

Media and Society, Canadian Journal of Sociology, Fieldwork in Religion, 

International Journal of Comparative Sociology, Sociological Theory, etc.) 

 1985-present Review of research grants and postdoctoral fellowships for the Social 

   Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada, Killam Fellowships, 

National Science Foundation (U.S.); Netherland Organization for Scientific 

Research 

 1985-present Review of manuscripts for the Social Science Federation of Canada, 

Canadian Corporation for the Study of Religion, and for publishers (e.g., Oxford 

University Press, Princeton University Press,University of Toronto Press, 

Routledge, Wilfrid Laurier University Press, State University of New York Press, 

AltaMira Press, New York University Press, Wiley-Blackwell, etc.) 

 

 UNIVERSITY SERVICE:  

 

 2014-present Associate Chair, Legal Studies, Dept. of Sociology & Legal Studies 

 2011-2014 Chair, Department of Sociology & Legal Studies 

 2006-2009 Directory, Laurier-Waterloo PhD in Religious Studies 

 2006-2008 Faculty Member, Faculty of Arts Committee for Student Appeals 

 2006-2008 Faculty Member, Faculty of Arts, Staff Appraisals Review Committee 

 2000-2006 Chair, Department of Religious Studies 

 2002-2004 Co-design and managed the implementation of joint PhD program in 

  Religious Studies with Wilfrid Laurier University, dealing with the 

  Interdisciplinary study of “Religious Diversity in North America” 
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 2002-2003 Member of Graduate Affairs Group, Faculty of Arts 

 1995-1999 Associate Chair, Undergraduate Affairs, Sociology 

 1993-1995 Co-op Advisor for Sociology 

 1993-1995 Sociology Graduate Affairs Committee 

 1992-1993 Co-op Advisor for Sociology 

 1991-1992 University Planning Committee, General Faculty Council (GFC), Chair – 

  GFC Grade Appeal Committee, various departmental and faculty assoc. 

  Committees at University of Lethbridge. 

 1990-91 General Faculty Council, GFC Grade Appeal Committee, Human Subject 

  Research Committee, various departmental committees 

 1989-90 Human Subject Research Committee, various departmental committees 

 

 

 PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS: 

  

           Association for the Sociology of Religion 

  Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 

  Canadian Society for the Study of Religion 

  Canadian Sociological Association 

  Canadian Association for Security and Intelligence Studies 

  Society for Terrorism Research 

 

 PUBLICATIONS: 

 

Summary: Books:   3 

  Edited Books:  5 

  Articles:  34 

  Chapters:  33 

 

Books: 

 

Lorne L. Dawson and Joel Thiessen, The Sociology of Religion: A Canadian Perspective. 

Toronto: Oxford University Press (2014). 

 

Lorne L. Dawson, Comprehending Cults: The Sociology of New Religious Movements. 

Second Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2nd ed., 2006. [1st ed. 1998] 

 

 Italian translation of Comprehending Cults: Lorne L. Dawson, I nuovi movimenti  

 religiosi. Bologna: Il Mulino, 2005. 

 

Lorne L. Dawson, Reason, Freedom and Religion: Closing the Gap Between the 

Humanistic and Scientific Study of Religion. New York: Peter Lang, 1988. 

 

Edited Books: 
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Jeremy Littlewood, Lorne L. Dawson, SaraThompson, eds., Terrorism and Counter-

Terrorism in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, forthcoming 2017. 

 

Paul Bramadat and Lorne L. Dawson, eds., Religious Radicalization and Securitization in 

Canada and Beyond. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2014.  

 

Lorne L. Dawson and Douglas E. Cowan, eds., Religion Online: Finding Faith on the 

Internet. New York: Routledge, 2004. 

 

Lorne L. Dawson, ed., Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader. Oxford and 

Malden, Ma: Blackwell, 2003. 

 

Lorne L. Dawson, ed., Cults in Context: Readings in the Study of New Religious 

Movements. Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press, 1996 and New Brunswick, New Jersey: 

Transaction Pub., 1998. 

 

Articles (Refereed Journals): 

1. Lorne L. Dawson, “Sketch of a Social Ecology Model for Explaining Homegrown 

Terrorist Radicalisation”, The International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The 

Hague 8, no.1 (2017). DOI: 10.19165/2017.1.01  Available at: 

https://icct.nl/publication/sketch-of-a-social-ecology-model-for-explaining-

homegrown-terrorist-radicalisation/  

  

2. Lorne L. Dawson and Amarnath Amarasingam, “Talking to Foreign Fighters: Insights 

into the Motivations for Hijrah to Syria and Iraq,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 

Vol. 40, No. 3, 2017. DOI 10.1080/1057610X.2016.1274216. 

 

3. David C. Hofmann and Lorne L. Dawson, “The Neglected Role of Charismatic 

Authority in the Study of Terrorist Groups and Radicalization.” Studies in Conflict 

and Terrorism Vol. 37, No. 4, 2014: 348-368. 

 

4. Lorne L. Dawson, “The Study of New Religious Movements and the Radicalization 

of Home-grown Terrorists: Opening a Dialogue.” Terrorism and Political Violence 

Vol. 21, No. 1, 2010: 1-21. 

 

5. Joel Thiessen and Lorne L. Dawson, “Is there a ‘Renaissance’ of Religion in Canada? 

A Critical Look at Bibby and Beyond: Studies in Religion Volume 37, No. 3-4, 2008: 

389-415. 

 

6. Simon Dein and Lorne Dawson, “The Scandal of the Lubavitch Rebbe: Messianism 

as a Response to Failed Prophecy.” Journal of Contemporary Religion. Vol. 23, No. 

2, 2008: 163-180. 

 

https://icct.nl/publication/sketch-of-a-social-ecology-model-for-explaining-homegrown-terrorist-radicalisation/
https://icct.nl/publication/sketch-of-a-social-ecology-model-for-explaining-homegrown-terrorist-radicalisation/
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7. Lorne L. Dawson, “Psychopathologies and the Attribution of Charisma: A Critical 

Introduction to the Psychology of Charisma and the Explanation of Violence in New 

Religious Movements.” Nova Religion Vol. 10, No. 2, 2006: 3-28. 

 

8. Lorne L. Dawson, “The Cultural Significance of New Religious Movements: The 

Case of Soka Gakkai.” Sociology of Religion Vol. 62, No. 3, 2001: 337-364. 

 

9. Lorne L. Dawson, “Doing Religion in Cyberspace: The Promise and the Perils.” The 

Council of Societies for the Study of Religion Bulletin Vol. 30, No. 1, 2001: 3-9. 

 

10. Lorne L. Dawson, “When Prophecy Fails and Faith Persists: A Theoretical 

Overview.” Nova Religio Vol. 3, No. 1, 1999: 60-82. 

 

11. Lorne L. Dawson and Jenna Hennebry, “New Religions and the Internet: Recruiting 

in a New Public Space.” Journal of Contemporary Religion 14, 1999: 17-39. 

 

12. Lorne L. Dawson, “The Cultural Significance of New Religious Movements and 

Globalization: A Theoretical Prolegomena.” Journal for the Scientific Study of 

Religion Vol. 37, No. 4, 1998: 580-595. 

 

13.  Lorne L. Dawson, “Anti-Modernism, Modernism, and Postmodernism: Struggling 

with the Cultural Significance of New Religious Movements.” Sociology of Religion 

Vol. 59, No. 2, 1998: 131-156. 

 

14. Lorne L. Dawson, “Creating ‘Cult’ Typologies: Some Strategic Considerations.” 

Journal of Contemporary Religion, Vol. 12, No. 3, 1997: 363-381. 

 

15. Lorne L. Dawson, “Who Joins New Religious Movements and Why: Twenty Years 

of Research and What Have We Learned?” Studies of Religion Vol. 25, No. 2, 1996: 

193-213.  

 *Translated into Turkish and reprinted in Sűleyman and Faruk Sancur, eds., Yeni 

 Dini Hareketler Tarihsel, Teorik ve Partik Boyutlariyla. (New Religious 

 Movements: Historical, Theoretical, and Practical Aspects, published by  

 Nemesis Kitap, 2014).  

 

16. Marcela Cristi and Lorne L. Dawson, “Civil Religion in Comparative Perspective: 

Chile under Pinochet (1973-1989).” Social Compass Vol. 43, No. 3, 1996: 319-338. 

 

17. Lorne L. Dawson, “Postmodern Ethnography and the Sociology of Religion,” pp. 3-

41 in Joanne M. Greer and David O. Moberg, eds., Research in the Social Scientific 

Study of Religion, Vol. 7, Greenwich, Conn.: JAI Press, 1996. 

 

18. Lynn Eldershaw and Lorne L. Dawson, “Refugees in the Dharma: The Buddhist 

Church of Halifax as a Revitalization Movement,” pp. 1045 in North American 

Religion, Vol. 4, Waterloo, ON: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1995. 
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19. Lorne L. Dawson and Robert C. Prus. “Postmodernism and Linguistic Reality versus 

Symbolic Interactionism and Obdurate Reality,” pp. 105-124 in Norman K. Denzin, 

ed., Studies in Symbolic Interaction Vol. 17, Greenwich, Conn.: JAI Press, 1995. 

 

20. Lorne L. Dawson, “Accounting for Accounts: How Should Sociologists of Religion 

Treat Conversion Stories?” International Journal of Comparative Religion and 

Philosophy Vol. 1, No. 2, 1995: 51-68. 

 

21. Lorne L. Dawson, “Libido and Cognition: The Integrated Use of Freud and Piaget in 

the Study of Religious Experience.” Journal of the Psychology of Religion Vol. 2-3, 

1993-1994: 71-100. 

 

22. Lorne L. Dawson and Robert C. Prus, “Interactionist Ethnography and Postmodernist 

Discourse: Affinities and Disjunctures in Approaching Human Lived Experience, pp. 

147-177 in Norman K. Denzin, Ed., Studies in Symbolic Interaction Vol. 15, 

Greenwich, Conn.: JAI Press, 1993. 

 

23. Lorne L. Dawson and Robert C. Prus, “Human Enterprise, Intersubjectivity, and the 

Ethnographic Other: A Reply to Denzin and Fontana,” pp. 193-200 in Norman K. 

Denzin, ed., Studies in Symbolic Interaction Vol. 15, Greenwich, Conn.: JAI Pres, 

1993. 

 

24. Lorne L. Dawson, “On Reducing Reductionism in the Study of Religion: Dippman’s 

Spurious Distinction.” Method and Theory in the Study of Religion Vol. 5, No. 1, 

1993: 27-45. 

 

25. Lorne L. Dawson, “Church/Sect Theory: Getting It Straight,” pp. 5-28 in Thomas A. 

Robinson and Malcolm Greenshields, eds., North American Religion Vol. 1, 

Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 1992. 

 

26. Lorne L. Dawson, “The Irony of Dichotomous Thinking: Can Theology and 

Religious thought be Incommensurate?” Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 

Vol. 3, No. 2, 1991: 183-201. 

 

27. Robert C. Prus and Lorne L. Dawson, “Shop Til You Drop: Shopping as Recreational 

and Labourious Activity.” Canadian Journal of Sociology Vol. 16, No. 2, 1991: 141-

163. 

 

28. Lorne L. Dawson, “Self-Affirmation, Freedom, and Rationality: Theoretically 

Elaborating ‘Active’ Conversions.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion Vol. 

29, No. 2, 1990: 141-163. 

 

29. Lorne L. Dawson, “Sui Generis Phenomena and Disciplinary Axioms: Rethinking 

Pals’ proposal.” Religion Vol. 20, No. 1, 1990: 38-51. 
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30. Lorne L. Dawson, “Otto and Freud on the Uncanny and Beyond.” Journal of the 

American Academy of Religion Vol. 57, No. 2, 1989: 283-311. 

 

31. Lorne L. Dawson, “On References to the Transcendent in the Scientific Study of 

Religion: A Qualified Idealist Proposal.” Religion Vol. 17, No. 4, 1987: 227-250. 

 

32. Lorne L. Dawson, “Neither Nerve nor Ecstacy: Comment on the Wiebe-Davis 

Exchange.” Studies in Religion Vol. 15, No. 2, 1986: 145-151. 

 

33. Lorne L. Dawson, “Free-will Talk and Sociology.” Sociological Inquiry Vol. 55, No. 

4, 1985: 348-362. 

 

34. Lorne L. Dawson, “Determinism in the Social Scientific Study of Religion: The 

Views of Martin Hollis and Ernest Gellner.” Religious Studies Review Vol. 10, No. 3, 

1984: 223-228. 

 

Chapters in Books: 

 

1. Lorne L. Dawson and Amarnath Amarasingam, “Canadian Foreign Fighters in Syria 

and Iraq, 2012-2016,” in Jeremy Littlewood, Lorne L. Dawson, and Sara Thompson, 

eds., Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto 

Press, forthcoming 2017. 

 

2. Lorne L. Dawson, “Discounting Religion in the Explanation of Homegrown 

Terrorism: A Critique,” in James R. Lewis, ed., Cambridge Companion to Religion 

and Terrorism, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2016. 

 

3. Lorne L. Dawson, “Trying to Make Sense of Homegrown Terrorist Radicalization: 

The Case of the Toronto 18,” in Paul Bramadat and Lorne Dawson, eds., Religious 

Radicalization and Securitization in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

2014: 64-91. 

 

4. Lorne L. Dawson, “Clearing the Underbrush: Moving Beyond Festinger to a New 

Paradigm for the Study of Failed Prophecy,” in Dianna G. Tumminia and William H. 

Swatos, Jr., eds., How Prophecy Lives (Religion and the Social Order, Vol. 18), 
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Social Aspects of Security and Resilience,” Defence Research and Development Canada, 

Toronto, Sept. 9. 
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2009  “Violent New Religious Movements,” Adversary Intent Workshop, Joint Task Force 

Games, for 2010 Vancouver Olympic Games, Victoria, B.C., June 9-11. 

2008  “The Study of New Religious Movements and the Process of Radicalization: Suggestions 

for Fruitful Cross-Fertilization.” Canadian Association for Security and Intelligence 

Studies, invited by the Canadian Security and Intelligence Service, Ottawa, Oct. 31. 

2008  “The Role of Charismatic Authority in the Instigation of Violent Behaviour in Religious 

Groups,” Cross-Cultural Roundtable on Security, Pubic Safety Canada, Ottawa, June 22. 

2006  “The Failure of Prophecy and the Onset of Religious Violence,” Plenary Address, Third 

Annual Manchester-Liverpool Hope Millennialism Studies Conference, Liverpool Hope 

University, Liverpool, England, Sept. 6-8. 

2006  “When Prophecy Fails and Faith Persists: A Theoretical and Empirical Overview” 

International Symposium on the “Clashes of Knowledge” sponsored by Geographisches 

Institut, Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, Germany, April 19-22. 

2004  “The Mismanagement of Charismatic Authority and Violence in New Religious 

Movements,” Sept. 30th and “Being Religious Online: The Possibilities and Problems,” 

Oct. 1st, Public Lectures, sponsored by the Department of Religious Studies and the 

Department of Sociology, St. Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, Nova Scotia. 

2003  “Networked Individualism and the Possibility of Virtual Diasporic Religious 

Communities: Seeking Conceptual Clarity,” International Seminar on “The Impact of 

Information and Communication Technologies on Religious, Ethnic and Cultural 

Diaspora Communities in the West,” Göteborg University, Göthenburg, Sweden, Oct. 27-

29th. 

2002  Organized and convened, by invitation, a joint session of the Association for the 

Sociology of Religion and the American Sociological Association, “Religion, the 

Internet, and Society,” Sat. Aug. 17th, Chicago. Four international presenters, including 

my paper: “Religion and the Quest for Virtual Community.”  

2001  Invited Opening Keynote Address: “The Mediation of Religious Experience in 

Cyberspace: A Preliminary Analysis.” Religious Encounters in Digital Networks, 

University of Copenhagen, Nov. 1. 

1998  “Religious Cults and the New Millennium: Putting the Perils in Perspective.” William 

Morris Memorial Lecture to the university and the general public, Religious Studies 

Program of the Department of Philosophy of Lakehead University.  

1998  Lorne L. Dawson and Jenna Hennebry, “New Religions and the Internet: Recruiting in a 

New Public Space.” Special International Seminar on “New and Marginal Religions in 

the Public Space,” Université du Quebec a Montreal, July 25th. 
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1997  "The `Mediation' of Religion: Bias in the Media," and "Why Do Some New Religious 

Movements Become Violent." Public lectures at the University College of Cape Breton, 

Sydney, Nova Scotia, March 20 and 21. 

CONFERENCE PAPERS/ADDRESSES: 

2017  “Talking to Foreign Fighters: Insights into the Motivations,” A Century of Conflict: The 

Middle-East and International Security, 1917-2017, Gregg Centre for the Study of War 

and Society, Feb. 1-2. 

2017  “Countering Violent Extremism in Canada: In Theory and Practice,” First presentation in 

the opening panel for a two day workshop on Counter Terrorism and Countering Violent 

Extremism, organized by the Centre for International and Defence Policy, Queen’s 

University, Jan. 19-20. 

2016  Organized panel: “Islamic State: Media, Mobilization, and Migration,” and presented 

(with Amarnath Amarasingam) “Talking to Jihadists: Understanding the Foreign Fighter 

Phenomenon,” Society for Terrorism Research, The Hague, Nov. 7-8. 

2015  “Religion, Violence, and the Islamic State: Insights from Canadian Foreign Fighters” 

(with Amarnath Amarasingam), Society for Terrorism Research, Birmingham City 

University, Birmingham U.K., Sept. 10-11. 

2015  “Trying to Talk to Terrorists: Ethical Hurdles in Canada” (with Amarnath Amarasingam), 

Society for Terrorism Research, Birmingham City University, Birmingham U.K., Sept. 

10-11. 

2015  “The Canadian Situation and Experience,” Plenary #1 – Setting the Stage: Violent 

Extremism in Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom, Radicalization and 

Violent Extremism: Lessons Learned from Canada, the UK and the US, Washington 

D.C., July 28-30. 

2015  “A Few Key Conceptual Lessons Learned,” Breakout #3: Mobilization to Violence: How 

Radicalization Shifts to Violent Extremism, Radicalization and Violent Extremism: 

Lessons Learned from Canada, the UK and the US, Washington D.C., July 28-30. 

2014   “Trying to ‘Talk to Terrorists’: Ethical Hurdles in Canada.” Canadian Network for 

Research on Terrorism, Security and Society Workshop, “Exploring the Legal and Social 

Dimensions of Radicalization,” Ottawa, Dec. 3. 

2014  “Religion and the Social Ecology of Terrorist Radicalization: The Surprising Missing 

Link.” Society for Terrorism Research, Boston, Sept. 17-19.  

2012  “Trying to Make Sense of Homegrown Terrorist Radicalization: The Case of the Toronto 

18,” 14th National Metropolis Conference, Toronto, Mar. 2. 
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2011  “Developing an Explanatory Framework for Homegrown Terrorism,” CASIS (Canadian 

Association for Security and Intelligence Studies. Ottawa, Nov. 9-10. 

2010  “Surviving the Failure of Prophecy: A Social Process Approach,” Canadian Society for 

the Study of Religion, Montreal, May 31. 

2007  “When Bad Things Don’t Happen: The Festinger Thesis and Beyond,” American 

Academy of Religion Eastern International Regional Meeting, Waterloo, Ontario, May 5. 

2007  Panel participant “The Future of the Study of Buddhism in North America,” American 

Academy of Religion Eastern International Regional Meeting, Waterloo, Ontario, May 4.  

2005  “The Role of Prophecy in the Success and Failure of New Religious Movements: The 

Case of The Church Universal and Triumphant,” Society for the Scientific Study of 

Religion, Rochester, NY, Nov. 4. 

2005  “Being Religious in Cyberspace: The Paradox of Reflexivity and Authenticity,”Canadian 

Society for the Study of Religion, London, Ontario, May 29. 

2001  “Convergent Psychopathologies and the Attribution of Charisma: A Brief Critical 

Introduction to the Psychology of Charisma.” Society for the Scientific Study of 

Religion, Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 19. 

2001  Panel participant, “Tom Robbins as NRM Researcher and NRM Research Critic,” 

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 19. 

2001  “Religion and the Internet: Conceptualizing the Concerns and Consequences.” Plenary 

address for the INFORM/CESNUR joint conference, London School of Economics, April 

20. 

2000  “Doing Religion in Cyberspace: The Promise and the Perils.” Society for the Scientific 

Study of Religion, Houston, October 21. 

2000  Covener/Discussant for an author(s) meets critics session on Willi Braun and Russell 

McCutcheon, eds., Guide to the Study of Religion. Society for the Scientific Study of 

Religion, Houston, October 19. 

2000  “The Dilemmas of Leadership and the Volatility of New Religious Movements.” 

Association for the Sociology of Religion, Washington, August 12. 

1999  Lorne L. Dawson, “The Cultural Significance of New Religious Movements: The Case of 

Soka Gakkai.” Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Boston, November 7.  

1998  Lorne L. Dawson, "When Prophecy Fails and Faith Persists: What Does the Scholarly 

Record Show?" Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Montreal, November 7. 
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1998  Lorne L. Dawson, "Seeking Converts on the World Wide Web." Canadian Society for the 

Study of Religion. Ottawa, May 31. 

1998  Lorne L. Dawson, "The Violence Mythos by Barbara Whitmer: A Sociologist's Critique." 

Canadian Society for the Study of Religion. Ottawa, May 29. 

1997  Lorne L. Dawson, "Anti-Modernism, Modernism, Post-Modernism: Struggling with the 

Cultural Significance of New Religious Movements." Association for the Sociology of 

Religion, Toronto, August 8. 

1997  Lorne L. Dawson, "The Cultural Significance of New Religious Movements and 

Globalization: A Theoretical Prolegomenon." International Society for the Sociology of 

Religion, Universite de Toulouse le Mirail, Toulouse, France, July 10. 

1996  Lorne L. Dawson and Lynn Eldershaw, "Shambhala Warriorship: A Case Study in 

Adaptation Strategies of NRMs." CESNUR'S 10th International Conference (i.e., Center 

for Studies on New Religions, Torino, Italy), in Montreal, August 14. 

1996  Lorne L. Dawson, "Reflections on the Macro-Structural Conditions of the Emergence of 

New Religious Movements." Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, Brock 

University, St. Catherines, Ont., May 28. 

1995  Lynn Eldershaw and Lorne L. Dawson, "Refugees in the Dharma: The Buddhist Church 

of Halifax as a Revitalization Movement." International Society for the Sociology of 

Religion, Laval University, Quebec City, June 29. 

1995  Lynn Eldershaw and Lorne L. Dawson, "The Dynamics of Charismatic Leadership and 

Adaptation to the West in Vajradhatu," Qualitative Analysis Conference, McMaster 

University, Hamilton, Ontario, June 1. 

1994  Lorne L. Dawson, "Postmodern Ethnography and Symbolic Interactionism: Insights from 

the Anthropologists," Symbolic Interaction and Ethnographic Research Conference, 

University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, May 18. 

1994  Lorne L. Dawson and Robert Campbell, "Generic Social Processes and Ethnographic 

Studies of Science," Symbolic Interaction and Ethnographic Research Conference, 

University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, May 20. 

1993  Lorne L. Dawson, "Postmodern Ethnography? Implications for the Sociology of 

Religion," Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Raleigh, North Carolina, October 

29. 

1993  Robert C. Prus and Lorne L. Dawson, "Postmodernism and Linguistic Reality vs. 

Symbolic Interactionism and the Human Struggle for Existence: Toward a Synergistic 



31 

 

Social Science," Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, Miami, Florida, August 

15. 

1993  Lorne L. Dawson and Robert C. Prus, "Representation, Reflexivity, and Intersubjectivity: 

An Interactionist Response to the Postmodernist Crisis of Representation," Symbolic 

Interaction and Ethnographic Research Conference, University of Waterloo, Waterloo, 

Ontario, May 19. 

1993  Lorne L. Dawson, "Accounting for Accounts: Dealing with Conversion Stories," 

presented by invitation to the Depts. of Sociology and of Religious Studies, University of 

Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, January 8th. 

1992  Discussant, panel: "Prophets and Power," Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 

Washington D.C., November. 

1992  Lorne L. Dawson and Robert C. Prus, "Interactionist Ethnography and Postmodernist 

Discourse: Affinities and Disjunctures in Approaching Human Lived Experience," 

Qualitative Analysis Conference, Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario, May. 

1991  Lorne L. Dawson, "Coping with Accounts: Towards a Hermeneutic for the Study of 

Conversions," International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Maynouth, Ireland, 

August. 

1991  Lorne L. Dawson, "The Irony of Dichotomous Thinking: Can Theology and Religious 

Thought be Incommensurate?" Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, Queen's 

University, Kingston, Ontario, June. 

1991  Discussant, panel: "Social Science and Theology: Considerations of W.C. Smith's 

Methodological Proposals," Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, Queen's 

University, Kingston, Ontario, June. 

1990  Lorne L. Dawson, "Libido and Cognition: The Integrated Use of Freud and Piaget in the 

Study of Conversion," Person, Culture and Religion Group, American Academy of 

Religion, New Orleans, November. 

1990  Discussant, panel: "Canada's Mormons, Past and Present," Canadian Mormon Studies 

Association, University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, Alberta, June. 

1990  Lorne L. Dawson, "Reflections on Sociological Theories of Sects and New Religious 

Movements," invited by Canadian Society for Biblical Studies, University of Victoria, 

Victoria, British Columbia, May. 

1990  Lorne L. Dawson, "Hermeneutics and Herbert Blumer: The Problem of Concept 

Formation," Qualitative Research Conference, York University, Toronto, Ontario, May. 
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1990  Robert C. Prus and Lorne L. Dawson, "Anticipating Vendor Contact: Buyer Definitions 

of Shopping Orientations, Shopping Contexts, and Potential Purchases," Qualitative 

Research Conference, York University, Toronto, Ontario, May. 

1990  Discussant, panel: "Ethno-methodologies and Interculturality," Qualitative Research 

Conference, York University, Toronto, Ontario, May. 

1990  Lorne L. Dawson, "Rational Action and the Study of Religious Conversions," New 

Faculty Lecture, University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, Alberta, April. 

1989  Discussant, panel: "An Examination of Segal's Religion and the Social Sciences," North 

American Association for the Study of Religion, Annaheim, Calif., November. 

1989  Lorne L. Dawson, "Demarcating the Study of Religion: Sui Generis Phenomena, 

Disciplinary Axioms, and Vocabularies of Motive," Canadian Society for the Study of 

Religion, Laval University, Quebec City, Quebec, May. 

1988  Lorne L. Dawson, "Seeing Converts as Seekers: A Theoretical Elaboration," New 

Religious Movements Group, American Academy of Religion, Chicago, November. 

1988  Lorne L. Dawson, "Conversion as a Generically Rational Process?" Canadian Sociology 

and Anthropology Association, University of Windsor, Windsor, Windsor, Ontario, June. 

1987  Lorne L. Dawson, "The Psychology of the Uncanny: A Comparative Analysis of Otto 

and Freud," Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, McMaster University, Hamilton, 

Ontario, May 

1986  Lorne L. Dawson, "The Real Choice: Between Hard and Soft Reductionism," Canadian 

Society for the Study of Religion, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, May 

1985  Discussant, panel: "How Do We Do Religious Studies?" Canadian Society for the Study 

of Religion, University of Montreal, Montreal, Quebec, May. 

BOOK ENDORSEMENTS: 

Helen A. Berger, Evan A. Leach, and Leigh S. Shaffer, Voices from the Pagan Census: A 

National Survey of Witches and Neo-Pagans in the United States. Columbus, SC: University of 

South carolina Press, 2003. 

Lori G. Beaman, ed., Religion and Canadian Society: Traditions, Transitions, and Innovations. 

Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press, 2006. 

Douglas E. Cowan and David G. Bromley, A Brief History of Cults. Oxford: Blackwell: 2007. 
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Jody Myers, Kabbalah and the Spiritual Quest: The Kabbalah Centre in America. Westport, CT: 

Praeger, 2007. 

Eileen Barker, ed., The Centrality of Religion in Social Life: Essays in Honour of James R. 

Beckford. Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2008. 

Hugh Urban, The Church of Scientology: A History of the World’s Most Controversial Religion. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2011. 

Andrew Dawson, Santo Daime: A New World Religion. London: Bloomsbury, 2013. 

Sarah Harvey and Suzanne Newcombe, Prophecy in the New Millennium: When Prophecies 

Persist. Farnham, Surrey, England: Ashgate, 2013. 

Amanath Aamarsingam. Pain, Pride, and Politics: Social Movement Activism and the Sri 

Lankan Tamil Diaspora in Canada. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2015. 

CONSULTATIONS: 

1. Co-organized (TSAS) special consultation on Countering Violent Extremism re: interventions 

for RCMP (five international and five Canadian experts), Nov. 16, 2015. 

2. Co-organized (TSAS) special consultation on Countering Violent Extremism re: counter-

narratives for Public Safety Canada (five international and five Canadian experts), June 15, 2015.  

3. Consultation, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, OPSYO section, Mar. 13 & 14th, 2013. 

4. Discussion/briefing with RAND Europe about various projects, Canadian Security Intelligence 

Service, August 14, 2012. 

5. Consultation, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, OPSYO section, Apr. 5th and May 25, 

2012. 

6. Kanishka Project Workshop: Collaborative Research Design and a New National Research 

Community, Ottawa, May 23-24, 2012. 

7. “Preventing Violent Extremism: What Does Success Look Like?” A two hour in camera 

discussion between four invited academics and the following Canadian government officials: 

William Baker (Deputy Minister, Public Safety), Graham Flack (Associate Deputy Minister, 

Public Safety), Richard Fadden (Director, Canadian Security Intelligence Service), Gilles 

Michaud (Assistant Commissioner, National Security Criminal Investigations, Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police), Rennie Marcoux (Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet, Security and Intelligence, 

Privy Council Office), Jan. 27, 2012.  

8. Meeting to discuss religion and homegrown radicalization with analysts at British Security 

Intelligence Service, April 13, 2011. 

9. Assessment of “Behavioral Indicators of Potential Terrorist-Associated Insider Threats to the 

Department of Defence and Self-Radicalization which may lead to Violence within the 

Workplace” for the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defence for Homeland Defence and 

America’s Security Affairs, April 10, 2010 (derived from The Independent Review Related to 

Fort Hood). 
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SERVICE AS EXPERT WITNESS: 

1. R. v. Aaron Driver, 2015: prepared report and interviewed Mr. Driver for defence counsel. Mr. Driver 

was placed on a Peace Bond for terrorism related issues and the conditions of his bon were being 

disputed.   

2. Ananda Marga Pracaraka Samgha Ltd. And Others v. Sunil Kumar Singh Tomar and Otherss, Federal 

Court of Australia, Victoria District, 2011-2012: prepared report and testified (by video conference) for 

defendants on questions relating to the organizational nature of Ananda Marga. 

3. Ananad Marga, Inc.  et al. vs. Acharya Vimalananda Avadhuta et al., District Court, Denver, 

Colorado : 2010-2011: preparing a report and was to testify for the defendants on the organizational 

nature of the Ananada Marga. Summary judgement for the defendants submitted prior to testifying. 

4.  Her Majesty the Queen vs. Shahrooz Kharaghani and Peter Styrsky, 2010: issue is the legitimacy of 

The Church of the Universe; wrote a 25 page report refuting adequacy of one of the Crown’s expert 

witness reports, advised lawyers, and testified for the defence. 

5. Her Majesty the Queen vs. Renato Brun del Re, Giancarlo Brun del Re, and Lucei Brun del Re, 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 2009: expert witness for the Crown, advising counsel and testifying about 

the nature of new religions, accusations of brainwashing, etc. in a kidnapping and forcible confinement 

case; charges stayed days before trial at request of complainant.  

6. Church of the Holy Light of the Queen (Santo Daime church in Oregon), et al. V. Mukasey, et al. 

(U..S. Attorney General), 2008-2009; expert witness for the U.S. Department of Justice, the defendant in 

this civil suit: wrote a 64 page report, but did not testify as judge decided to only hear from the two 

lawyers. 

7.  Her Majesty the Queen  vs. Mr. Michael Sirios, Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, 2007: expert 

witness for the defence, preparing a report and testifying on the nature of Satanism and Mr. Sirios’ 

involvement, to determine if Mr. Sirios was “not criminally responsible” for a double homicide.  

8.  O Centro Espirita Beneficente Uniao do Vegetal vs. The United States, 2001: expert witness for the 

U.S. Department of Justice, the defendant in this civil suit; wrote a report, was deposed and testified in 

federal court in New Mexico. Case proceeded to the US Supreme Court, where it was decided in favour 

of Uniao do Vegetal, Feb. 21st 2006.   

9. Montgomery vs. Church of Scientology, et al., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, 1998: expert witness for 

the defendant, Church of Scientology of Canada, in a civil suit; wrote a methodological critique of the 

materials submitted by Dr. Steven Kent of the University of Alberta, who was an expert witness for the 

plaintiff. The suit was dropped before it reached court.  

UNIVERSITY PROFILES: 
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2002 Research Profile - “Professors’ Research” - Faculty of Arts Web Page (new religious 

movements) 

2005 Research Profile - “Showcase on Research”- UW Office of Research Web Page (religion and the 

Internet) 

2012 Research Profile for Congress of Humanities and Social Sciences meeting at Wilfrid Lauirer 

University & University of Waterloo; 3:30 min video on my research on homegrown terrorist 

radicalization, YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2UN_A_5CaA&feature=player_embedded    

2014 Research on studying homegrown terrorist radicalization profiled in story for main page of the 

University of Waterloo web page (for 1 week). 

2014 CBC web page video profile, “Road to Radicalization in 9 Steps” (5:53 mins), and “From cults 

to homegrown terror: How Lorne Dawson found his academic calling,” part of larger story 

package on homegrown terrorism. 

2015 One of a handful of researchers highlighted in the first annual University of Waterloo, State of 

the University Report 2014-15, Defining Tomorrow, Research section, Global Security, 

“Understanding the Root Causes of Radicalization.” 

MEDIA/COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: 

2017 Interview, Todd van der Hayden’s Viewpoint syndicated radio show, re: Quebec City shooting and the 

far-right in Canada, Feb. 2. 

2017 Quoted in Canada Security Magazine, re: “terrorist” attack on Islamic Cultural Centre of 

Quebec, Feb. 1. 

2017 Quoted in Jim Bronskill, “Quebec City shooting puts renewed focus on Canadian far-right,” 

MacLean’s Magazine, Jan. 31. 

2017 Quoted in Leslie Young, “What police need to lay terrorism charges in Quebec shooting,” Global 

News (Toronto), Jan. 31. 

2017 Quoted in “CSIS, researchers probe the ongoing risk of ‘hate-killing’ of Muslims,” TheStar.com, 

Jan. 31 

2017 Interview, Huffington Post (Canada), re: “terrorist” attack on Islamic Cultural Centre of Quebec, 

Jan. 31. 

2017 Interview, BBC News 24, re: “terrorist” attack on Islamic Cultural Centre of Quebec, Jan. 30. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2UN_A_5CaA&feature=player_embedded
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2017 Interview, “Terrorism and Social Media,” 610 CKTB, St. Catharines, Jan. 23.  

2017 Multiple appearances in episode entitled “Biblical” of the documentary series called How the 

World Ends, on the Travel and Escape Channel in the United States, Jan. 4. 

2017 Interview, CBC Corner Brook NFLD, re: Canadian deaths from terrorism and travelling abroad, 

Jan. 3.  

2016 Interview, 610 CKTB, St. Catharines, Ontario, re: Berlin Christmas Market Attack, Dec. 22. 

2016 Interview about “Pizzagate” and Conspiracy Theories in the U.S.” for New York Magazine, Dec. 

12.  

2016 Extended Learning Opportunities talk, “The Foreign Fighter Challenge,” Erin, ON, Nov 17. 

2016 Interview, 570 News Kitchener-Waterloo, re: bombings in New York and New Jersey (A. Rahami case), 

Sept. 20. 

2016 Interview, Todd van der Hayden’s Viewpoint syndicated radio show, re: Public Safety Canada’s Public 

 Report on the Terrorist Threat to Canada 2016, Aug. 26 

2016 Interviews for story by Tom Korski, Blacklock’s parliamentary news re: Public Safety Canada’s Public 

 Report on the Terrorist Threat to Canada 2016, Aug. 25. 

2016 Quoted several times in “More female extremists leaving Canada to join Islamic State: report”, Global 

 News, Aug. 25. 

2016 Interviewed, CTV News Channel, re: British parliament’s criticisms of social media companies for not 

 doing more to suppress terrorist messaging, etc., Aug. 25 

2016 Quoted in Colin Freeze, “Liberals end Harper Tories’ anti-terrorism project,” Globe and Mail, A3, 

 Aug26. 

2016 Quoted in John Geddes, “What Aaron Driver taught us about terrorism and the RCMP,” MacLean’s 

 Magazine, Aug. 24. 

2016 Interview, CTV News Channel, re: announcement government might compel terrorism suspects on Peace 

 Bonds to undergo de-radicalization counselling, Aug 17. 

2016 Quoted in “Experts: Police need to improve way extremists are assessed.” The Sault Star, Aug 17. 

2016 Quoted several times in Ashifa Kassam, “Canada Ponders Counter-terror Efforts,” The Guardian Weekly, 

 page 13, Aug. 16. 
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2016 Article on our report on foreign fighters, John Geddes, “What motivates a Canadian jihadist?”

 MacLean’s Magazine, Aug. 15. 

2016 Interview, CTV News Channel, re: radicalization and CVE in Canada, Aug 15. 

2016 Interview, CTV News, Kitchener-Waterloo, re: Minister of Public Safety’s announcement about CVE, 

 Aug. 15. 

2016 Interview, CBC Radio, Kitchener-Waterloo, re: role of FBI is securing Driver martyrdom video, Aug. 15. 

2016 Quoted several times in “Canada's counter-terror efforts face scrutiny after US helps stop suspect,” The 

 Guardian, Aug. 13 

2016 Interview, CBC Radio Canada (2nd one), re: Aaron Driver, Aug. 12. 

2016 Interview, CBC Ontario Live, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 12. 

2016 Interview, CBC The Current, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 12. 

2016 Quoted in Campbell Clark, “What does a peace bond really mean?” Globe and Mail, re: Aaron Driver 

case, Aug. 12. 

2016 Interview, CTV News Kitchener-Waterloo (2nd one), re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, John Geddes, “The troubling views that motivated Aaron Driver - Professor who knew the 

terrorist suspect discusses his motivations—and his peace bond,” MacLean’s Magazine, re: Aaron Driver 

case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, Canadian Press, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Quoted in “A former friend and an expert who assessed Aaron Driver say he seemed fine on the outside, 

but had personal troubles before converting to Islam.” London Free Press, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, Global National News, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, CBC New Network (2nd one), re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, CTV News Kitchener-Waterloo, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, CBC Radio Canada, Montreal, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, CP 24 Toronto, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, 570 New Radio, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, CBC New Network, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 
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2016 Interview, CTV News Channel, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, CBC Metro Morning, Toronto, re: Aaron Driver case, Aug. 11. 

2016 Interview, Roundhouse Radio, Vancouver, re: the new “do-it-yourself” terrorism, July 21. 

2016 Panel Participant discussing Nice attack and terrorism in France, CBC TV, Power and Politics, July 15. 

2016 Interview, Roundhouse Radio, Vancouver, re: millennials and terrorism, July 11. 

2016 Interview, News 1010, re: CSSP report on foreign fighters, June 22. 

2016 Interview, 570 News Radio, re: CSSP report on foreign fighters, June 22. 

2016 Featured in “Domestic recruits ‘eager to die for the cause’”, Toronto Star (top of front page), June 21. 

2016 Interview, CBC morning show for Province of Quebec (outside Montreal), June 21. 

2016 Interview, CBC Daybreak, Montreal, June 21. 

2016 Quoted multiple times in Marc Thibodeau, “La ‘Difference’ Quebecoise,” La Presse June 20. 

2016 Interview about women and cults for Vice News story, June 7. 

2016 One hour Skype interview on radicalization and countering violent extremism with Leah Peck, School of 

Community and Public Affairs, Concordia University, for graduate student project, May 19. 

2016 Quoted repeatedly in “Reality Check: Do de-radicalization centres work?”  Global TV News, April 16. 

2016 Interview, CBC Radio, Kitchener-Waterloo, re: Kevin Mohamed being charged with “participating in the 

activities of a terrorist group”, Mar. 30. 

2016 Appeared several times in CTV News story “Kevin Mohamed, former Waterloo student, charged with 

terrorism offence,” Mar. 29. 

2016 Quoted repeatedly in national and local radio news reports on the Kevin Mohamed case, Mar. 29 & 30. 

2016 Quoted several times in “Studying Kevin Mohamed, Abu Jayyid and terror group charges in Ontario,” 

CBC Online article, Mar. 29 

2016 Interview, CTV Kitchener-Waterloo News, re: Kevin Mohamed being charged with “participating in the 

activities of a terrorist group”, Mar. 29 

2016 Interview, CBC TV, re: Kevin Mohamed being charged with “participating in the activities of a terrorist 

group”, Mar. 29. 

2016 Interview, MacLean’s Magazine, re: ISIS in Europe and radicalization in general, Mar.28. 
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2016 Interview, Humber College Radio, re: arrest of Kevin Mohamed on terrorism changes, Mar. 28. 

2016 Interview, 570 News, re: arrest of Kevin Mohamed on terrorism changes, Mar. 28. 

2016 Interview, “Terror Suspect Was Waterloo Student,” Kitchener-Waterloo Record, re: arrest of Kevin 

Mohamed on terrorism changes, Mar. 28. 

2016 Quoted several times in “Kevin Mohamed linked to Twitter persona that underwent 'dramatic change'.” 

CBC News Online, Mar. 28. 

2016 Interview, CBC The National, re: arrest of Kevin Mohamed on terrorism changes, Mar. 27. 

2016 Interview, CTV National News, re: arrest of Kevin Mohamed on terrorism changes, Mar. 26. 

2016 Interview, CTV New Channel, re: arrest of Kevin Mohamed on terrorism changes, Mar. 26. 

2016 Interview, CTV News Kitchener-Waterloo, re: arrest of Kevin Mohamed on terrorism changes, Mar. 26. 

2016 Extended Learning Opportunities talk, “Talking to Terrorists,” Erin, ON, Mar. 23. 

2016 Interview, Global TV, re: bombings in Brussels, Mar. 23. 

2016 Interview, Marc Thibodeau, La Presse, re: bombings in Brussels, Mar 22 & 23. 

2016 Interview, 630 CHED Edmonton, re: bombings in Brussels, Mar 22. 

2016 Interview, 570 News, Kitchener-Waterloo, re: bombings in Brussels, Mar 22. 

2016 Interview, Global TV, re: bombings in Brussels, Mar 22. 
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2003 Interviewed at length twice for research for CTV W5 documentary on “Hell House” – a 

Christian youth program for Halloween. 

2003 Guest speaker about “cults”, Psychology/Sociology/Anthropology class, Preston Highschool, 

Cambridge, Ont., June 6th.  

2003 Invited guest panelist for “discussion” following the play Fire, Theatre and Company, Kitchener, 

May 31st.  

2003 570 News Radio in Kitchener-Waterloo – interviews on new Canadian census figures on 

religion, May 13th and again on 14th.  

2003 Quoted in “Declaring no religious faith a growing trend,” Kitchener-Waterloo Record, A1 and 

A4, May 14th. 

 2003 Quoted in “Ad with Christ Figure Offensive, Employee Says,” Kitchener-Waterloo Record April 

19th (reprinted as “Bootlegger Employee Quits Over Easter Ads” in Chronicle-Journal, Thunder 

Bay, Ontario, through The Canadian Press). 

2003 Interviewed for story on religion in cyberspace in the Tribune-Review of Greensberg, PA., Feb. 

15th. 

2003 Quoted for several paragraphs in “Anti-Catholic Group That Claims to have Cloned Human Fails 

to Prove It,” National Catholic Register, Jan. 26-Feb. 1st, 2003, p. 3. 

2002 Quoted in “Unification Church is Financing College,” Hamilton Spectator, Dec 10th . 

2002 November 26th , two hour lecture for Third Age Learning, RIM Park, Kitchener-Waterloo, 

“Cults: Threat or Religions of the Future?” 
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2002 October 5, 30 min. interview about new religions on the Stirling Fox Show, Chorus Radio 

Network (national, based in Vancouver).  

2002 October 4- 7th , quoted several times in a story about the trial of ex-nun Lucille Poulin in PEI that 

was published by The Gazette (Montreal), The Windsor Star, The Calgary Herald, The 

Chronicle-Herald (Halifax), The Edmonton Journal, The Vancouver Sun, The New Brunswick 

Telegraph-Journal, Saint John Telegraph-Journal, The London Free Press, The Ottawa Citizen, 

The Evening News (New Glasgow, NS), Amherst Daily News (Amherst, NS),  

2002 August 24th , quoted several times in “New Religions Fear Persecution.” Kitchener-Waterloo 

Record. 

2002 July 17th, brief phone interview with ABC News, Buffalo, about online religious ordinations 

2002 Quoted several times in “The Way We Pray: New Religious Movements,” Kitchener-Waterloo 

Record, Sat. June 8th,  H5. 

2002 Large picture and extensive quotations, “Who Should Teach Religion?” Kitchener-Waterloo 

Record, Sat. March 9th,  H8. 

2002 Quoted several times and picture in “More Than a Holiday: ‘Sacred Travel’ turns vacation into 

spiritual journey for modern pilgrims,” Kitchener-Waterloo Record, Sat. Jan. 26th , C8. 

2002 Quoted several times in Syracuse Post Standard in story on “online religions and online 

ordinations” (some time in Jan.) 

2001 Talk at Waterloo Unitarian-Universalist Congregation, Oct. 14th, “The Changing Face of North 

American Religion” 

2001 Talk at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Sept. 30th, “Why Do Members of Mainline Churches Join 

New Religions” 

2001 Quoted for three paragraphs in “La psychologie du terrorisme,” La Presse (Montreal), Sept. 30th 

(artilce by Mathieu Perreault).  

2001 Quoted twice in “What goes on in the mind of a terrorist?” Globe and Mail (feature article of 

Focus section) Sept. 22nd, F1 and F10.  

2001 Three appearances as an “expert” on the documentary In the Name of God, produced by Verseau 

International and the Arts and Entertainment Network (2 tapes, 52 mins. each; interview done in 

1999). 

2001 Quoted several times in “Falun Gong: Area Residents Practice Exercises for Body and Spirit,” 

Kitchener-Waterloo Record, Sept. 8th, C8. 
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2001 Quoted repeatedly in story “Elements of Church and Cult Can Be Very Similar: Experts,” 

London Free Press, August 25th, in relation to the case brought by the Children’s Aid Society 

against members of the Church of God in Alymer, Ontario. 

2001 Interview with CBC Radio in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, re: renegade Catholic Priests being 

supported by the local Bishop 

2001 Interview, background to Mormon polygamy trial of Tom Green in Utah, CKCO TV News. 

2001 Quoted extensively in story on neo-Paganism in Kitchener-Waterloo Record, May 1st, 2001. 

2001 Quoted extensively in “Cat mutilation linked to cults,” Kitchener-Waterloo Record, April12. 

2001 Quoted several times, credited for information, and book cited in Michael Dojc, “How to Start a 

Cult,” Maxim Magazine, April 2001. 

2000 UW Gazette, September 6, p. 9, full page story: “Cult’s don’t deserve bad rap, says sociologist.” 

2000 TV Interview Guest, Rhonda London Live, Crossroads Television System, August 31, on Cults, 

30 mins. 

2000 CBC Radio interview, Ontario Today, “The Changing Face of Religion,” August 28, 15 mins. 

2000 Story about my work in the Waterloo Chronicle: “Cults are not evil, says UW prof,” August 23. 

2000 TV Interview, Rhonda London Live, Crossroads Television System, April 14, on Cults and 

violence, 40 mins. 

2000 TV Interview, CBC Newsworld Report, Mar. 28, on Ugandan Cult Murder/ Suicide, 10 mins. 

2000 Radio Interview, CJME, Regina Sask., Mar. 21, on Ugandan Cult Murder/Suicide (Margo Watt 

show, 30 mins.) 

1999 Radio interview, WIC National Radio and Television Network, Dave Rutherford Show, 

discussing FBI and CSIS reports on cults and the threat of violence associated the millennium., 

Dec. 23, about 45 mins. 

1999 Interviewed for and quoted in article in Report News Magazine - National Edition: “It’s 50 B.C. 

All Over Again”, Dec. 20 issue. 

1999 Quoted in article on front page of Kitchener-Waterloo Record discussing possible problems with 

the presence of The International Churches of Christ on UW campus, Mon. Nov. 15. 

1999 Six paragraphs of quoted material in Globe and Mail article: “Gimme the Any-Time Religion” 

by Salem Alaton, Nov. 8, C14. 
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1999 Public Talk, Coburg Library, Wed. Oct. 6: “Cults and the Coming Millennium” 

1999 London Free Press, July 17,  Robert Barlow, “Cults Are Not Easily Defined,” two paragraphs 

discussing my book Comprehending Cults 

1999 Two CBC radio interviews, Wed., Mar. 3 and Thurs. Mar. 4, on cults and the millennium 

1998 Article in London Free Press, Sat. August 29, F6: “Cults, New Religions, Continue to 

Proliferate”  

1998 Interviewed for TV documentary for Arts and Entertainment Channel (U.S.) on new religions. 

1998 Interviewed for programme on "The New Spirituality," Studio Two, TV Ontario; broadcast April 

7. 

1998 Interviewed for article on "The Church of the Universe," for Id magazine, April 13 issue. 

1998 Interviewed for programme on "The Church of the Universe," Municipal Hotline, Roger's Cable 

20, March 26. 

1997 "Seeking Converts on the World Wide Web: New Religions and the Internet." Talk given at the 

Kitchner Public Library, Ontario, Oct. 27. 

1997 "Why Do Some New Religious Movements Become Violent?" Talk given to the Unitarian-

Universalist Church of St. Catherines, Ontario, Sept. 21. 

1997 Observer/Consultant, "One-Day Consultation on Issues of Power and Authority in the Mennonite 

Church," Rockway Mennonite Collegiate, Kitchener, Ontario, May 24. 

1997 "Do We Need to be Fearful of New Religions?" Talk to the Kiwanis Club of Waterloo, May 6. 

1997 Roger's Cable television program "Daytime" -- 10-15 minute interview on "Cults." 

1997 Radio interview about "Cult Activity" for CKKW 1090 and CFCA 105.3 (broadcast every hour 

with the news, April 15). 

1997 CKCO Television program "Province Wide" -- 10-15 minute interview on "Cults." 

1997 "Why Do Cult Suicides Happen?" Globe and Mail, April 1. 

1996 "Who Joins New Religious Movements and Why?" Talk given at the Fairview Mennonite 

Centre, Cambridge, Ontario, Oct. 21. 
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1995 Interviews dealing with death of a child during an attempted exorcism in Cambridge: Kitchener-

Waterloo Record, Toronto Star, Calgary Herald, Canadian Press, CBC Radio, CFRB radio, CTV 

National News, Global News, CHCH TV News. 


